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This is to detail our handling of a situation that develo, 

Mexico City shortly after the assassination and to set forth the position 
in connectidn therewith we took with the State Department here andin \\ 

Mexico City. The Director has expressed concern about several ref erenc^. 
to FBI concurrences in actions taken in connection with this situation [\ 
which appear in a series of telegrams between the State Department an . 
Ambassador Mann in Mex^oC^^rom 11/27-12/3/63. (in V. 

BACKGROU N D : , C Vi 

On 11 / 25 / M bTl bertd/nlvarado alleged >*er-1rhe CqjUgal TnfUlggnafr* • 
Agency ' TGt A) , that on 9 / 18 / 63 he observed Oswald receive ^ 

$6,500 in~thw CTRE^SRlate, Mexico City, as part payment tocarry out 
an assassination in the U. S. fftanaltelv Interviewed hx CIA j^nd . 

thwnu gh 11/2 8/63 maintained, hi*. story. wAJU.tJU.thf ul . On receipt of_// , . n* 
Alvarado 'sa 11 egat ion we undertook investigation endeavoring to place g Mi 
Oswald on 9/18/63 and Ambassador Mann began to theorize, as it had fleen 
established that Oswald was in the Cuban Consulate, Mexico City, fn lattl 
September and early October, 1963, that Oswald was acting as a Castro g ^ 
agent in the assassination. On 11/25/63 Mann cabled the State Department 
that he recommended an FBI officer thoroughly knowledgeable of all aspt^ts 

! f the assassination investigation be sent from headquarters to Mexico O 
tty for consultation as to action to be taken* He told State that 
egal Attache, Mexico City, concurred in this recommendation. This wa 
o for the Legal Attache by 11/25/63 cable advised that he attempted w 
ut results to dissuade Ambassador Mann from requesting assistance fr 
eadquarters. The Legal Attache recommended against sending any one y 

the Bureau to Mexico City and on 11/26/63 the State Department was advlBed ^ ^ 
that we felt the Ambassador's request was not warranted. 

On 11/27/63 Ambassador. Mapn sought authority from_Sta\te^to request^ £ 
the Mexican* .. to arrest three frnawiiiali 

JS Xu baa Embassy , „ 

kiss “os . 11/27/63 ^the Ambassador told the. 

■ naa d« 6D adiFTfed by Alexis Johnson, Deputy Undersecretary of •StAtr', ..tas* 

Bureau wait considered tp be in full charge of 'the investigation in Mexico 
(City and - that we were ekpected 'to call the shots.-." tbe'-eams 1 date 
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Alexin Johnson relayed the sane thought to the Deputy Attorney General who- 
was advised by Assistant Director Evans that State and CIA had jurisdiction 
in dealing with foreign governments and in matters involving intelligence 
coverage abroad and that while we were cooperating fully with State and 
' CIA in Mexico, the responsibility regarding the Alvarado matter in Mexico 
rested with State tnd CIA . „ 



)l In vi 



view of the expressed attitude of Anbassador Mann and Johnson 
the Bureau dispatched Supervisor Lawrencq Keen an to Mexico City on the 
evening of 11/27/63 and on the morning of ll7287&3 Keenan and Legal Attache 
unequivocally outlined this position to Ambassador Mann. The Legal Attache 
recommended on. ll/28/63_that theTh^- nr arrionTiregarding Alvarado, 

Nicaraguan. f 




Cstant Director iivani spoKe directly witUnBe^W^TTncJ^secretary 
of State Johnson^ aa^j outlined our position. Johnson said that Ambassador 
Mann had not infqrp^d of the developments and that he realized it was 
the Ambassador ^^refepJjfcility to take action in Mexico and if the 
Ambassador did ncff , it was up to Johnson to issue the necessary 

Instructions. Johnson said that the specific recommendation made by the 
Bureau ^concerning turning. Alvarad o ove r to tlje Mexicans w as exactly what he 
had i in min d an d f$lt it was most fortunate that the Ambassador was receiving 
this profeafcml kind of help from an organization which was most qualified. 



Alvarado was turned over t,q, ,tfam Mexicans and. on 11/29/eq.j^mitted 
t hat his allegation wag a hoax designed to Induce the U. S. to overthrow - 
Castro . However, following t’his Alvarado on his release by the Mexicans on 
12/2/03 recanted and alleged that he admitted his allegation was a 'hoax 
only through fear of bodily harm at the hands of the Mexicans. At this pdbt 
the Mexicans were holding Alvarado subject to deportation to Nicaragua . %i In 
order to resolve the question of whether or not Alvarado was lying and noting 
the necessity of some action prior to Alvarado returning to Nicaragua^^jg^, 

m orning o f 12 /3/63 ^ strongly urged CIA to afford Alvarado a polygraph 

examination In whicli >Ke of f erecT to participate behaving the LegaT Attache 
act as interpreter. Th is was accomplish ed on 12/5 and 6/63 with the 
result that the polygraph examiner concluded Alvarado was not tfll ipg ^th^- 

t£utjt). Alvarado at the conclusion of the examination admitted that augim/ 
fas the ca ^ g . - •*-- • — - ..jaw— u. 
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tho Deputy Attorney General, 

Deputy Undersecretary of State Johnson and Ambassador Mann vere clearly 
Informed as to our position that the decision for action to be taken In 
Mexico was that of State and CIA. The fact that Ambassador Mann finally 
understood this Is clear froa his statement in his 11/28/63 telegram., to 
Johnson in which he lauded the work of our Legal Attache and said that he 
wished to make 11 clear that ."the responsibility for all the recommendations 
made by this Embassy are s ole/y mine and not thei rs" (CIA and FBI). 

ACTION: 



None, for information. 





